RURAL

ECONOMIC PARTNERS

of Southwest ldaho

Monthly Meeting Minutes
Date: June 25, 2026
Location: Greenleaf City Hall
Time: 1:00 pm — 2:00 pm

Attendance:

Kevin Arkoosh
Ed Beckman
Leslie Griffith
Michelle Covert
Jules Belyea
Noe Ramirez
Craig Raborn
Tobin Dixon
David Moore
Sheila Matteson
David Lincoln
Emily Hendrickson
Debbie Davis
Kate Dahl

Lee Belt

Chair: Kate Dahl Vice Chair: David Moore Secretary: Lee Belt
Executive Director: Debbie Davis

1. Welcome and Call to Order — Kate Dahl, Chair
Kate Dahl called the meeting to order at approximately 1:01p

2. Approval of Current Agenda & Prior Meeting Minutes
Action Item: Approval and/or Amendment of Current Agenda
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes — May 28, 2026

Dave Moore moved to approve, Jules Belyea seconded. The motion was approved by
voice vote.

3. Financial Report
Action Item: Approve Current Financial Report

David Moore provided a review of the financial report. Discussion followed. David
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Moore moved to approve, Jules Belyea seconded. The motion was approved by voice

vote.

4.

Director’s Report — Debbie Davis

Please see written report for detail.

Also:

5.

Integra joining the REPSWI
Attended the Kimley-Horn weekly meeting

Conversation with Economic Development professionals in Gem County and
Emmett

Meeting set with Marsing

Met with Homedale

Attended open house for Vertical Venues in Caldwell

EDD#3 Stateholders meeting has been held

Met with Canyon County Commissioners regarding funding request

Project Park & Ride
ED Pro Grant
ByLaws Review

Idaho Department of Commerce Update — Jules Belyea, Rural Services Specialist

Jules noted that:

Deadline for the ED Pro Grant submittal has been moved back to 10 July.
Opportunity zones deadline for submission of new tracts is 30 June. Jules
agreed to send a map of eligible census tracts to Debbie

Commerce visiting DelMar Mine, Debbie is invited

Old Business:

Discussion: = EDD3 Consultant Update
Rebranding Update
Funding Requests — Cities, Counties, Business Partners
ED Pro Grant Application

EDD3 — Debbie Davis and Kate Dahl reported first stakeholders meeting held by
Kimley-Horn. Whiteboard results will be available.

Rebranding — Mostly completed. Linked-in presence is upcoming.

Funding Requests — Request letters will be going out soon.

ED Pro Grant Application — Under development.

7.

New Business:
Discussion:  Draft By-Laws
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Grant writer — Ed Beckman
Canyon County Funding Update

Draft By-Laws — Deferred to next meeting.

Ed Beckman — Ed noted that he has managed trade associations, and grants have been
very important. Worked with Faire Idaho. Ed has a consulting firm, working with
struggling small family farms and small organizations, using strategic grants. Grants
had disappeared, but are coming back. EDD grants are currently uncertain. There
are USDA grant opportunities. You have to have a strategic plan for grants, including
understanding of timelines. You have to be ready when grant announcements come
out. Identifying priorities comes first. Al has its place at the beginning of writing a
grant. Develop a strategic plan, identify grant buckets, be ready to go when the open.
Build a track record by showing you can be successful with grants. Grants need to be
managed.

Discussion followed, including identification of need to develop a strategic plan and
that identified needs can be used to find grants to meet those needs.

Canyon County — Discussed earlier.
8. Round-Table Announcements

Leslie with Homedale Chamber — Intends to try to bring a Homedale Council Member
to next meeting. Very positive things happening in our area.

Kevin Arkoosh with Sen. Risch’s Office — TBD if Road to Housing Bill will be signed into
law. Could see floor action on the Farm Bill. Sen. Ricsh is working towards a SBA
Outreach Center in Idaho (currently served from Seattle).

Emily Hendrickson with Integra — Now an industrial partner with the Rural
Partnership!

Tobin Dixon with SBA — Excited with Sen. Risch’s SBAS Outreach Center efforts.
Freedom 250 activities in process now. This Tuesday celebrated winners of SBA Active
Lenders awards, including Zion’s Bank.

David Moore with Zion’s Bank — Growth in rural areas has been good.

Craig Raborn with COMPASS — Extended his greetings!

Michelle Covert with Kuna Economic Development — Extended greetings from Kuna

9. Meeting adjourned. Next meeting July 23, 2026 (4t Thursday of each month)
The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:56p.

Respectfully submitted,

Lee C. Belt
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REPSWI Secretary
Greenleaf City Clerk
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